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Looking back in gratitude and 
forward with hope 

The parish of St Maryôs Charlbury and All Saintsô, Shorthampton holds at its centre the 
aim of ósharing faith in our communityô. The work of the parish has as itôs objectives the 
five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion, which express a common commitment 
to, and understanding of, Godôs holistic and integral mission. These are  
Å To proclaim the good news of Godôs kingdom 
Å To teach, baptise and nurture  
Å To respond to human need by loving service 
Å To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to 
 pursue peace and reconciliation 
Å To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth. 

Within these objectives, the work of the church has been carried out in four areas: 
strengthening foundations, building relationships, deepening faith and transforming 
community. 

Strengthening Foundations 
For any organisations to flourish, it needs to have its roots firmly planted in an awareness 
of its purpose and a belief in its vision. For St Maryôs and All Saintsô, the work of the 
church begins with prayer. Morning prayer is said on four weekdays at St Maryôs, with a 
mid week communion taking the place of the fifth. A prayer group meets weekly to pray 
for the needs of the church and the wider community, and this is reinforced during Advent 
and in 2019 in Lent by an Hour in Silence on a Wednesday evening, enabling all who 
wish to reflect and pray in the peace of a candlelit church. As well as our regular pattern 
of Sunday services, additional offerings including Taize, Choral Evensong and Ignite 
(lively contemporary worship), as well as seasonal services have provided a wide range 
of opportunities for prayer and worship, meeting the needs of as broad a range of people 
as possible.   

As we look to 2019, our ministry team will be 
enriched by Tish Birdôs ordination in June as she 
comes alongside Elizabeth Koepping, John 
Witheridge, Mike Williams, Ian Arthur, and of course 
my Associate Jan Fielden in ensuring the pattern of 
prayer and worship continues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Easter prayer activities   
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Our church buildings must be fit for purpose if 
we are to carry out our vision, and much time 
and effort is expended on the maintenance and 
repair of St Maryôs and All Saintsô to enable 
their continuing existence as houses of prayer 
for the whole community and beyond. A team 
of people have ensured the running of both 
churches, with cleaning parties operating in 
both the buildings and the churchyards. The 
shock of the collapse of one third of the cedar 
tree in the churchyard was quickly overcome 
by an efficient team  who helped the tree 
surgeons deal with the felling in a safe and 
contained way.          The cedar tree 

The regular programme of maintenance has this year been extended to include plans for 
the re roofing of All Saintsô, an extremely costly process which has necessitated much 
vigorous work both in the planning and the fundraising. In 2019 the work on All Saintsô 
roof will begin in late spring, while the fundraising for itôs continuation hurries along to 
keep up. St Maryôs roof is being inspected as it is believed a similar programme may be 
necessary for this roof also. 

Every initiative requires financial resources, and I am grateful to Brian Morley, who has 
served faithfully as the parish treasurer for many years and kept a steady eye on the 
finances of both churches. His place is being taken by Andy Bird who will, I am sure, 
continue Brianôs excellent work in this area, allowing the work of the parish to grow and 
flourish in a sustainable and well grounded way.  

Building Relationships 
Churches are special communities, where all people may gather together for the 
purposes of praising God and sharing in his work for the people of the world. Building 
relationships amongst these people is a vital part of our work and one at which St Maryôs 
and All Saintsô excel. Within the regular worshipping communities, teams of sacristans, 
flower arrangers and the verger ensure that the churches are ready for services and 
events, whilst others lead the prayers, lead the music, act as welcomerôs and serve 
coffee, ensuring that those who enter the churches feel part of a hospitable and 
welcoming community.  

Beyond our regular pattern of Sunday services, Messy Church reaches a different 
congregation of families with children who join the regular congregation to enjoy 
breakfast and crafts followed by a family-friendly service. Ignite Worship brings 
contemporary music to St Maryôs, whilst Choral Evensong provides for those whose 
tastes are more traditional.    
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During the Summer and Winter terms last year 
a group of children met for pizza, chips and 
singing as part of the MACH1 (Music and 
Chips) choir, which also sang at Messy 
Church. St Maryôs has welcomed the school to 
an exploration of Easter and a Christmas 
service, as well as leading assemblies as part 
of its work with the wider community.      

 

 

 

   MACH1 Choir 

Within the town, St Maryôs has hosted Lent lunches as part of its ecumenical commitment 
to Churches Together in Charlbury. Arts Week continues to use St Maryôs as a venue 
and the church has also provided a venue for choral concerts, a CADs drama, the Merry 
Little Opera Company as well as hosting a public screening of the Royal Wedding. Font 
Caf® has provided excellent coffee and cake every Thursday in term times, serving both 
older and younger members of the community, while coffee at the Community Centre on 
Fridays and the Community Carol singing has also seen members of St Maryôs enjoying 
different surroundings.  

Fundraising events have become a necessity but have also proved immensely enjoyable, 
with a quiz, a church fete, a ceilidh and the bazaar all helping to raise funds for both 
roofs.  

  Shen Teh CADS drama      The Royal Wedding   
  
Beyond the parish, St Maryôs has hosted Deanery Chapter and Synod, provided 
safeguarding training for members of the Deanery and been a starting and ending point 
for the Bank Holiday Pilgrim Paths four day pilgrimage.  

Looking forward, to 2019, plans are already underway for a quiz and a fete as well as 
playing a significant part in the Charlbury Festival in June. The first week of December 
will witness a new initiative ï St Maryôs first Christmas Tree Festival, which promises to 
be a wonderful event.   


